
International Cohousing Summit, 15th Jan 2022
Community-Led Cohousing in the UK: CoHUT



Outline
• Origin story
• Multiple commitments: 

Negotiating conflicts of interest

• Whose community counts 
in ‘community-led’?        
‘self-governance’ or ‘for benefit’?

• UK (Homes England) support:  
Community Housing Fund pre-
development grants and ‘hubs’ of 
professional support, advocacy

• CoHUT achieves planning approv





Cultivating sustainable regeneration:
Recycle contaminated brown land
Generate and share local commons
Passivhaus methodology and car-free incentive/expectations
Community engagement with ‘democracy from below’ 



Concluding remarks

• CoHUT plans unanimously approved by Newcastle 
City Council planning committee (subject to 
conditions) on Friday 3rd December 2021
• Fresh and familiar challenges ahead in 2022
• Pioneering community-led cohousing - more 

supported needed from above and below


