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similar challenges
everywhere
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general framework
in Vienna



housing in Vienna - overview
* 900.000 flats for 1.900.000 people
* 77% rented flats
* 220.000 flats - owned by the city of Vienna
* 250.000 flats - subsidized housing
* developers‘ competitions (affordability)



subsidized housing
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renovation
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development
of new
residential areas
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competitio
n

land advisory
board

since 1995

4-pillars-model (4 criteria)
architecture / economy / ecology /  social sustainability



Cohousing in Vienna
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the role of the architect













einszueins architektur



current projects



participation



the process of participation



vision





workshops





different methods



Prozessbild



meetings with working goups





excursions





models





individual participation



organisation



organisation chart



questionnaires, handouts, 
newsletters, fact sheets,…



sociocracy



early projects



Wohnprojekt Wien
Cohousing in Viennas 2nd district

completion 2013
39 individual apartments

700m² common rooms
350m² commerce and office



library

community kitchen



Seestern Aspern
Cohousing
at Seestadt Aspern, Vienna
finished 2015
250 m² common space
170 m² co-working





Gleis 21



vision

living solidarity inside and outside the
community
creating a sustainable
life
relying on social 
encounters





„… und wir funktioniert das 
mit so vielen Menschen, 
wird da nicht ewig 
diskutiert und gestritten?“









Gleis 21
Cohousing near
central railway station / 2019
34 individual apartments
350m² common rooms
300m² commerce



public ground floor



sunken
courtyard



function room



culturtal events



wooden facade



timber construction



lively
appearance



access walkaway



access walkaway



common rooms on the
attic



common rooms





community kitchen



Wohnprojekt 
Hasendorf



Prozessbild

three founders



Prozessbild

vision

living in harmony with nature

sustainable mobility in the country

live, work and celebrate together



Wohnprojekt 
Hasendorf

Cohousing in Lower Austria / 2018
14 individual apartments

450m² common rooms
150m² Coworking and seminar room



small ecological footprint



encounter zone







seminars and workshops



Auenweide





Auenweide
Cohousing in Lower Austria / 2022
24 individual apartments
250m² common rooms











conservation of the existing wood

completion March 2022



timber constructionstraw insulation



clay plastering



hemp insulation



DO IT YOURSELF



community building



benefits



-)*)./0, .$% 0') 1,)%,

! )'8"): %"'+*6$53*$$1

! ,*(3'%+ '%03(,435#453"

! (00$31(6')'4: 4*3$5+* ,500'#'"%#:

! 2(34'#'2(4'$% '%.4*" 2)(%'%+ 23$#",,



benefits for the developer
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benefits for society and politics
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practical
experience



VERONIKA:
„many of my retired friends complain about feeling lonely
or even useless and bored.
This cannot happen to me here, ...“



HEINZ:
„…when I moved in I sold my car, today I can choose
between six different cars from a cabrio to a family van and 
even use
a cargo bike…“



ELISABETH:
„Cooking once a month for a warm meal every day really
makes sense to me!“



MICHAELA: 
„Solidarity is an everyday experience here. 
Neighbourly help, a friendly ear and childcare, up to the
solidarity fund supporting flats for people in need. It is
important to share our good life here with others!“



PETRA:
„…at one point I realised that if I would be unsatisfied with my
flat, 
it would be my responsibilty and not just a bad architect to




