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About This Talk
● Crystal Farmer

○ Organizer of Charlotte Cohousing
○ Communities Magazine Editorial 

Review Board Member
○ Speaking at 2019 National Cohousing 

Conference
○ www.bigsisterteams.com

● This talk may cause feelings of discomfort. 
If so, please refer to the resources on the 
last slide
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http://www.bigsisterteams.com


The Origin of Redlining

1936 FHA Underwriting Manual

Cities surveyed by HOLC
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Lynchburg, VA
Green = best

Blue = still desirable

Yellow = definitely 
declining

Red = hazardous

Mapping Inequality

Racial Dot Map

Blue = white

Green = black

Red = Asian

Orange = 
Hispanic

Brown = Other
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Charlotte, NC

Mixed MetroMapping Inequality

Green = best

Blue = still desirable

Yellow = definitely 
declining

Red = hazardous

Orange = white

Green = black
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Restrictive Covenants

Covenant from Innis Arden, Seattle
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Levittown Flyer



Segregation Persists
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“BBQ Becky”Dorothy Counts



2012 HUD Study
African Americans and Latinos were:
● Shown fewer homes and told about fewer 

listings
● Asked more questions about their 

qualifications
● Steered to other communities, to lower 

priced homes or to open houses
● Required to provide 24 to 48 hours notice 

before viewing houses
● Quoted higher loan rates and offered 

fewer discounts on closing costs

Advantages of Whiteness:
● White testers presumed more 

qualified
● White testers given greater access to 

properties
● White testers given more 

information
● White testers given lower loan rates, 

better discounts
● White testers more likely to succeed 

in home buying

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION AGAINST RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES 2012
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Implications for Cohousing
● Unless you act consciously, your 

community will be in a majority 
white area
○ Good schools
○ Shopping
○ Less crime

● Black = more poverty and crime 
is a direct result of housing 
segregation

Keys to a diverse community

● Reach outside your comfort 
zone

● Talk to people of color who are 
working on these issues

● Work through bias as a 
community
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Resources
The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein

www.epi.org/people/richard-rothstein/
Showing Up for Racial Justice

www.showingupforracialjustice.org/
Me and White Supremacy Workbook

www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/
National Community Reinvestment Coalition

https://ncrc.org/holc/
Mapping Inequality

dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining
Racial Dot Map

http://demographics.virginia.edu/DotMap/
Segregation in Seattle 

depts.washington.edu/civilr/segregated.htm
Mixed Metro (Maps)

mixedmetro.us
HUD Study

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/Publications/p
df/HUD-514_HDS2012.pdf

2019 National Cohousing Conference
● June 1-2
● Portland, OR
● 2019.cohousing.org
● Multiple sessions about 

anti-racism and diversity
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